
Introduction to handicapping with Pace Pals
 by Craig Peterson

To view terms, definitions and background information about the Pace Pals
program, please click on each of the yellow balloons below and read the description.
Click on the X to close the balloon.

By downloading this document you agree to use it for individual purposes only,
not for distribution. If you know of anyone that might be interested in Pace Pals
please send them to our web site. www.PacePals.com

QUICK PALS ANALAYSIS: Evenly matched race as far as Ratings go. There is lots of Speed in the lineup which may set up the late runs of FETE, who has won
6 of his last 7 starts or CAT AND A HALF -- the later at 8-1 deserves strong consideration. European invader SCRUMMAGE reeled off 6 good efforts before
going to the sidelines in October and is a generous 15-1 on the morning line. WAGERING STRATEGY: Possible overlay win bets on #4, #8, #9. Key SCRUMMAGE
& CAT AND A HALF in exotic bets 8-11 w 3-4-8-9-11 reverse 3-4-8-9-11 w 8-11 10-cent super 3-8-11 w 3,8, 9,11 w 3,4,6,8, 9,11 w 1,2,3,4,8,9,11 = $14.40

We hope you find this document informative. If you have any more questions or require clarification please contact us at
info@PacePals.com. We are always looking for ways to make our product more useful to you and welcome any feedback.

Thanks you, Craig Peterson — President of Pace Pals
Copyright © 2007 Pace Pals, Inc.

Data provided or compiled by Pace Pals, Inc. generally are accurate but occasionally errors and omissions occur as a
result of incorrect data received from others, mistakes in processing or other causes. Pace Pals, Inc. disclaim responsibility
for the consequences, if any, of such errors, but would appreciate their being called to their attention.

Please visit PacePals.com for more information, call or email us with any questions or comments.

Craig Peterson — President, Pace Pals, Inc.
craig@PacePals.com

The following are the steps I went
through to create the handicap
sample above. If you follow along
you can learn to do these steps
your self with practice. Please
contact me with any questions.

Craig Peterson
President Pace Pals
info@PacePals.com

Step 1: Look at  the Pace Pals
Rating Graph. This graph is
showing no particular standouts.

Checking the Morning Line tells
me the favorit is FETE at 2 to 1

Step 4:  Combining this
information with my personal
experience leases me to believe
there could be an upset favoring
one of the Foxes 2, 4, 8, or 10.
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Free Sample - Santa Anita 3-15-07

Allowance/Claiming $62,500

DOPPIO

SPECALIST MORGEN J

FETE

DARK NOSE

HEADACHE

BARBER

DEBONAIR JOE

SCRUMMAGE

ELLWOOD AND JAKE

HUNTER STREET

CAT AND A HALF

wins for each running style

* check numbers with official program
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Trainer

GAINES CARLA

MITCHELL MIKE

BECERRA RAFAE

CENICOLA LEWI

POWELL LEONA

SHERMAN ART

HENDRICKS DAN

MITCHELL MIKE

CASSIDY JAMES

KNAPP STEVE

Jocky

VALDIVIA J JR

POTTS C L

GOMEZ G K

BLANC B

BAZE M C

MIGLIORE R

SOLIS A

GARCIA MARTIN

FLORES D R

GRYDER A T

Pace Pals Rating Graph
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Step 2: Looking at the Pace Pals
Icons I see a top heavy field of
Rabbits. I’m also seeing Foxes
winning more in these conditions
with 20. This could be a set up for
one of the Foxes.

Step 5: See the Quick Pals
Analysis above for a brief
analysis. It is also a good idea to
check the DRF for other
handicapping information.

Step 3: Checking the Post
Position, Jockey and Traines
columns shows now strong +/-
bias.

Race Results: Elwood & Jake
Broke on top and put away #6 &
#10 He was able to hold off late
charges from Doppio & Specialist
Morgan J.

105        115        125        135        145

About Pace Pals
Our vision at Pace Pals, Inc. is to make handicapping quick, fun,
and easy for race fans.

• Newcomers can easily base selections on handicapping
factors instead of guessing at numbers, colors or names.

• Experienced handicappers can narrow their focus quicker
and play more races.
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PacePals.com
Race Number
Race Number — typically the larger tracks have 8 to 10 races per day. Races usually start around 12:00 to 2:00 pm with some track racing at night. 

Go to the tracks web site or Equibase.com to get exact race times and check for post changes.

PacePals.com
+/-
+/- look at these symbols to determine is post positions are positive negative or neutral based on past performance.

Look for a +/- bias
++ more positive
+ positive
o neutral
- negative
-- more negative

PacePals.com
Morning Line
Morning Line is the betting odds that the track handicapper predicts the horses will be at the end of wagering.

A number 12 is 12 to one, 10 is 10 to one, 2 is 2 to one and so on.



PacePals.com
Horse Name
Horse Name is usually based on a combination of the Dam (mother) and Sire (father) names and some times a name the owner just likes.

The names of famous horses are usually retired.

PacePals.com
Allowance/Claiming
BRIEF CONDITIONS: The conditions of a race tell which horses are eligible for the race & keep the racing competitive.  The Racing Secretary puts out a condition book which lists the races he plans to run during the next 2-3 weeks.  Trainers & owners then schedule workouts for their horses to get them prepared for peak performance at the right distance and surface.
 
CONDITION BASICS:
 
Maiden Race:  for horses who has never won a race.
 
Allowance  Race:  horses that are not for sale and entrance is restricted by number of wins or money won.
 
Stakes Race:  top class races where horses are invited to run or have to pay an entry fee to run.
 
Claiming Race:  a selling race - all horses entered are for sale to any licensed trainer or owner willing to pay the established claiming price for that race.  These races keep racing competitive because if you had a horse worth $100,000 and put him in a $20,000 claiming race  - he would win the race, but someone would claim (buy) the horse.

PacePals.com
100% Bet Line
100% Betting Line:  is a handicapper's opinion expressed in betting odds of each horse's chances of winning.  AN OVERLAY is a horse whose odds are higher than his chance of winning.  Example: if a horse has a 10% chance of winning his odds would be 9-1.
 
1 win in 10 races = 10%
$2 to win x 10 = $20
$2 to win at 9-1 = $20 (9x2 plus the $2 you wagered)
 
An OVERLAY would be if a horse that should be 9-1 in your opinion goes off at 15-1 (6% chance of winning). So, if you win 1-of-10 races at 15-1 you get $32 instead of $20 -- a healthy profit of $12 just by having a 4% better opinion than the public.
 
An UNDERLAY would be if the same horses with a 10% chance of winning goes off at 5-1 instead of 9-1.  One win in 10 races at 5-1 returns $12 on $20 bets with a net loss of $8.  That is why everyone is looking for overlays & why making a betting line is so important.
 
This is what Pace Pals is all about...considering all the factors to arrive at the right price to bet a horse.


PacePals.com
Unknown
Dark Horse running style icon

The Dark Horse is a 1st time starter or is from a foreign country and has an unknown running style.

PacePals.com
Small Arrow
Small Arrow represents the secondary running style or running style in the last race.

PacePals.com
Large Arrow
Large Arrow

Represents the preferred or dominate running style for that horse

PacePals.com
Pace Pals Rating
Pace Pals Rating number represents how fast the horse ran in a previous race in a similar distance and surface. The higher the better

Other criteria are considered if a similar distance and surface are not found. 

PacePals.com
Tortoise
Tortoise running style icon

The Tortoise is slow early and runs best late in the race; aka the closer.

info@PacePals.com
Hound
Hound running style icon

The Hound likes to run in the pack, stalks the leaders and attacks later in the race.

info@PacePals.com
Fox
Fox running style icon

The Fox chases the speed and is usually close to or with the early leaders.

PacePals.com
Rabbit
Rabbit running style icon

The Rabbit likes to run loose on the lead by himself.

PacePals.com
Jockey
Jockeys are professional riders who are usually contracted to ride the horse by the trainer. 

They are usually independent contractors in the United States. Stable Jockeys are employees and are more common outside the US.

Look for a +/- bias

PacePals.com
Trainer
A trainer could be considered the horses coach. They are responsible for the horses care well-being as well as scheduling workouts and races.

Look for a +/- bias

PacePals.com
Pace Pals Rating Graph
Pace Pals Rating Graph is a visual representation of the rating column.  Use this chart to identify contenders in the race.



QUICK PALS ANALAYSIS: Evenly matched race as far as Ratings go. There is lots of Speed in the lineup which may set up the late runs of FETE, who has won
6 of his last 7 starts or CAT AND A HALF -- the later at 8-1 deserves strong consideration. European invader SCRUMMAGE reeled off 6 good efforts before
going to the sidelines in October and is a generous 15-1 on the morning line. WAGERING STRATEGY: Possible overlay win bets on #4, #8, #9. Key SCRUMMAGE
& CAT AND A HALF in exotic bets 8-11 w 3-4-8-9-11 reverse 3-4-8-9-11 w 8-11 10-cent super 3-8-11 w 3,8, 9,11 w 3,4,6,8, 9,11 w 1,2,3,4,8,9,11 = $14.40
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Introduction to handicapping with Pace Pals
 by Craig Peterson

Shopping - getting value for your $$
  If you know how to bargain shop you can use the 100% Bet Line to find overlays (horses
whose odds are higher than their chance of winning) and play like a pro.  The 100% Bet
Line represents how many times out of 100 races each horse would win - the lower the
odds the more often the horse figures to win (ie. A horse with a 33% chance of winning
would have odds of 2-1, a horse with a 10% chance of winning 9-1).   Horses  whose
odds are twice the 100% Bet Line odds are great bets and should be bet  win & place
if over 10-1 odds.  Overlays add exceptional value to exactas, trifectas and superfectas
when used with other overlays and the horses with the lowest odds, horses with the best
chances of winning, on the 100% Bet Line.  You don’t have to know anything about horses,
 if you know a bargain when you see one… you’ll win!

Handicap with Pace Pals
  Pace Pals takes key elements of the each horse’s past performances and puts them in
a visual format to help you quickly handicap a race.

  Check the Rating Graph to see who the fastest horse is and how competitive the
race is.  If all the horses are about equal, there is a good chance for an upset.

  Check the +/- ratings for Post Position, Jockey & Trainer…you want to see lots of
++ for the horses you like and minus’ for the ones you want to beat.

  Check the Running Styles Chart see how many Rabbits, Foxes, Turtles & Hounds
are in each race and the number of wins for each running style at that distance & surface.
 If there are lots of horses with the same style then there is likely to be traffic troubles for
those horses and it is unlikely that they will be comfortable during the running of the race.
 If there are too many Rabbits (early speed horses),  it may set the race up for a lone Fox,
a horse who can relax just off the lead, or for the Hounds or Turtles, (horses that come-
from-behind). Conversely, if there is only one Rabbit in the race it is dangerous no matter
what the odds or even if the running style history says it is hard to win on the lead.  Anytime
the race sets up for one horse’s preferred running style it will likely run it’s best race.

  Check the Morning Line odds (the odds the track handicapper predicts the horses
will be at post time) & the 100% Bet Line odds (our handicapper’s opinion of how many
times out of 100 races each horse would win).  An overlay is when in your opinion a horse’s
odds are greater than its chances of winning.   The 100% Bet Line lets you see our
handicapper’s opinion of each horses chances.

   Check the Selections and Analysis to see what factors the handicapper thought
were the keys to the race and what intangibles that influenced his selections.  Pace Pals
are like Cliff Notes or Spark Notes.  They cover key elements of handicapping, but
handicapping a race is an art that involves as many as 20 horses & jockeys in a race and
all the human elements that bring them together.  It is fun to predict what might happen
and there is great satisfaction in seeing a race unfold the way you thought it would and
to cheer your horses to the wire.  Have fun and we’ll see you in the winners’ circle.

Please visit PacePals.com for more information, call or email us with any questions
or comments.

Craig Peterson — President, Pace Pals, Inc.
craig@PacePals.com

How to use Pace Pals
  The Basics, bet the icons

Rabbits — if you like your
horse to be in the lead.

Foxes — if you like your horse
to be close to the leaders,
ready to pounce at any time.

Hounds —  run in the pack
and make their run later in the
race

Turtles — relax early in the
race and make a big late run

Dark Horses — are 1st-time
starters or foreign horses that
haven’t shown what running
style they prefer.

Generally Rabbits & Foxes win most of the
sprints (races at less than a mile).  As the
races get longer the Hounds & Turtles win
more often and excel on the turf (grass).
Check the Pace Pals running style chart to
see the number of wins for each running style
for each race’s distance and surface

  Selections & Comments
Read the analysis of each race and bet the
recommended horses.
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